FINAL EXAM OVERVIEW
PART I: BASIC ARGUMENTATION
For this portion of the exam, you will be given a number of statements that are either true or false. You will ascertain
the correctness of each statement and indicate it with a "T" or an "F." Two important notes before anything else:
1.
2.

If any portion of the statement is false, the entire statement is false.
That said, there will be no attempt to trick you.

This is a decontextualized test of a particular skill. It is a review of basic concepts only, and you should know
immediately whether a statement is true or false. To prepare, review the following ideas:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

That argumentation is only one of the modes of discourse
That argumentation uses various kinds of evidence to support a position
That all arguments have a thesis, whether it is explicit or implicit
The ways in which argumentative writing allows for a wide range of choices, from the number of
paragraphs to the use of first-person
How timed argumentation is different from untimed argumentation
The five categories of effectiveness on argument rubrics
The general writing process, including basic concepts of metacognition and reflection

You will be given this portion of the exam during the week of June 3. It will be worth 100 points.

PART II: AUTODIDACTICISM AND AUTHENTICITY
For this portion of the exam, you will be assessed on the quality of your autodidactic work as revealed through
1.
2.
3.

your performance throughout your own unit of study;
the effectiveness of your final essay; and
an assessment of the Ursus Ephemeris website and its contents.

For the first two, you will need to monitor your individual and group progress reflectively and metacognitively. For
the last point, you all share the same goal—the redesign and repopulation of the newspaper website—and final
assessment. To put that in context, read the following two articles (both available through our website):
•
•

Peter Nonacs, "Why I Let My Students Cheat on Their Game Theory Exam"
Sam Eifling, "The Outrage of Over Students 'Cheating' Is Mostly Harmful Nonsense"

This is about collaboration and divergent thinking—the "stuff of growth" that opened our year and, with some luck
and hope, will continue to drive your learning in the future. It is an organic test of your collaborative ability to solve
problems through writing. This is very much about how college and the world beyond it function, and it is a way to
begin to prepare for that world.
The holistic rubric for Part II is on the back of this sheet.
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FINAL EXAM OVERVIEW
PART II: RUBRIC AND SCORING SCALE
Prompt in Brief: Students will design and implement, individually or in a group, a semi-autodidactic unit of study. At the
end of the unit, students will write an individual or collaborative essay. Then all students will redesign and repopulate the
newspaper website at brewsterbearfacts.com with these essays. See the separate guide to this assignment for more.
Note on terminology: The word performance refers to the entire three-week exercise and includes the quality of the essay,
the quality of the writing process, the insight and effectiveness of the unit of study, and all contributions made to the
authenticizing of the experience through the newspaper website.



10

100

A performance of greater maturity, insight, and style than one earning an 8.

9

97

A highly effective performance in all aspects of the assignment.

8

92

A performance of greater depth and breadth than one earning a 6.

7

87

A complete and serviceable performance in all aspects of the assignment.

6

82

A flawed performance with more strengths than weaknesses.

5+

77

A flawed performance with more weaknesses than strengths.

5-

72

An inadequate performance with lapses or errors in many aspects.

4

67

A performance with more errors and deficiencies than one earning a 4.

3

62

A performance that succeeds little in meeting the assignment's requirements.

2

57

A performance with more errors and deficiencies than one earning a 2.

1

52

Indicates a total lack of work in all aspects of the assignment.

0

40

Indicates a flawless performance in all aspects of the assignment.
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A

B
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C
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F
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